
St Joseph’s  
Primary School 

Gayndah 
 
 

Dear families, students and staff, 

 

Welcome to Week 9, the final week of the 2018 school year.   

 
Please keep in your prayers this week Heidi Pringle, Lisa Brunjes, Vicki Kirk’s mother, Karen, Maddy, Mrs 

Holden’s niece, Mrs Lazaro and Hilde, Mrs Oppy’s sister.  

 

 

St. Joseph’s Parish Fete: 

A huge thank you to all the sponsors, staff and parents who helped make the fete last Friday night such an enjoyable 

evening.  Thank you to staff for preparing the children for their dances which were a hit with the crowd.  An extra 

special thank you to Helen Smith for stepping in as Fete Convenor this year. 

 

School Reports 

School Reports have been sent home.  I take this opportunity to congratulate the students for their achievements 

throughout 2018. The children should feel proud of their ownership of the learning that has occurred throughout this 

Semester. I wish them every success as learners for 2019, as we continue to focus on the dispositions of a learner. In 

addition, thank you to the teachers who have dedicated so much time and effort to writing the reports.  I know that you 

will appreciate their efforts.   

 

These reports will be the last paper reports sent home.  From 2019, reports will be uploaded to the Parent Portal for 

you to download. 

 

Year Book  

Each student will this week receive a copy of the Year Book. Thank you to the staff and especially, Jody Doyle for 

overseeing the Year Book. It is undoubtedly a superb copy and professional acknowledgement of the high level of 

achievements and excellence associated with 2018. Enjoy reading it and learning more about the great work that we do 

here in the name of education.  

 

Congratulations and Farewell to Our Year 6 Students 

Congratulations to our Year 6 students who graduated in a meaningful ceremony last night.  St. Joseph’s proudly 

congratulates the following 2018 Year 6 student leaders: Trader Ahern, Abby Drive, Rosie Halt, Jackson Kreis, Mark 

McCosker, Eli Roberts, Lizzie Roth, Levi Roth, Shelby Rowles, Jacob Smith Josh Ung and Cadence Webster. 

 

Each student formed a strong and positive relationship with the community. We thank the families for the support of 

their children during their journey at St, Joseph’s. Parents can feel extremely proud of their children. 

 

We know that as we grow as a school community, we will always stay connected to these students after they leave us 

for their secondary education and beyond. Our prayer is that these students will maintain an active involvement in our 

school especially as they have formed part of our foundation years. Our Year 6 students have prepared for their 

transition to secondary education and this is an exciting time for both the students and for us as a community. Farewell 

Year 6 Leaders.  Our blessings go with you. 

 

We welcome our Year 5 cohort to this new role as leaders for 2019 and look forward to working with them in their 

leadership responsibilities.  

 

Principal’s Letter to Parents 

Newsletter Date 
Thursday 

6 December 2018 

 
2018 Term Four 

Week Nine 



 
Final Thanksgiving and End of the Year Mass 

Friday, 7 December at 11.00am will be held at the Church. We look forward to your presence in joining us for our end 

of year celebrations and thank God for all the blessings of 2018. 

 

End of Term 4 School Finishing Time 

This is a gentle reminder that our Christmas/New Year Vacation commences on Friday 7 December at 12:00pm. 

 

School Fees Payment 

All school fees should have been finalized by now. Families with outstanding school fees and who have ignored all 

correspondence will have their names handed to the debt-collectors. If you have any concerns please do not hesitate 

to call our Finance Secretary, Helen Smith. Thank you again to those families who have already paid their fees. This 

is greatly appreciated!  

 

2019 @ St. Joseph’s: 

 
Apart from class and staffing changes, 2019 sees other exciting innovations at St. Joseph’s.  In 2019, we will be a 1:1 

iPad school, with every learner having access to a device to support their learning.  Explicit teaching will occur in the 

first term regarding care of the device, safety when using and expectations for learning and behaviour regarding the 

device.  Further information regarding the iPads will be sent home early in 2019.   

 

However, if you have any questions or concerns about this or any of the other changes, improvements, please make 

an appointment to see me.  You will only receive the right information, if you speak to the right person. 

 

Booklists: 

In 2019 the school will provide classrooms resources, for example, exercise books, pencils etc.  Resources will be 

shared in the classroom so students will not need pencil cases. Parents are asked to provide: 

Art shirt 

Headphones (iPad compatible) 

Box of tissues 

Library bag (New in Uniform Shop $10) 

Please name all belongings, except tissues. 

 

School Fees 2019 

The 2019 School Fees are attached with this newsletter and are available on the Parent Portal.  

 

In Conclusion 

 

As I conclude this year’s Newsletter, I wish to thank our staff, especially Bec O’Connor whose support and energy 

has been so greatly appreciated in this, our first year, as the new Leadership Team. I thank our teachers and school 

officers, who as always are so professional at many and varying levels. The teaching staff are constantly monitoring 

what is best practice for our learners in order for them to be become more successful as learners with their 

achievements. We wish Mrs. Marti Lazaro all the best as she moves to a teaching position at Our Lady of Good 

Counsel, Gatton and farewell Anna Ulcoq as she takes up a teaching position in Melbourne. 

 

I thank Jody Doyle and Helen Smith for being the first port of call at St. Joseph’s to all of our families and visitors. 

Thank you to Geoffrey Imhoff for keeping the grounds under control.  Thank you to our cleaners, Lisa and Jen who 

do an amazing job keeping the school clean.  Finally, thank you to Father Biju, our Parish Priest who is always a 

welcome friend to St, Joseph’s. I thank him for being part of our community and wish him a fond farewell and all the 

best as he moves to Esk for 2019. 



 

 
Enjoy the spiritual and community Christmas celebrations, especially with your family and friends. Take time to 

celebrate with the Parish at one of the Christmas Masses. 

 

As I conclude, may you enjoy the grace-filled blessings leading up to Christmas and into the New Year. May 

Christmas be a truly blessed time for you and your family as you welcome the child Jesus this Christmas into your 

homes and hearts. Enjoy this special time with family and friends. We look forward to welcoming you back in 

January 2019. 

 

 

As we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child: 

 

A Christmas Blessing 
 

May there be harmony in all your relationships. 

May this love echo in your heart like the joy of church bells on a clear December morning. 

May each person who comes into your life be greeted as another Christ 

May the honour given to the Babe of Bethlehem be that which you extend to every guest who enters your presence 

May the hope of this sacred season settle in your mind. 

May it be a fountain of courage for you. 

May the wonder and awe that fills the eyes of children be awakened within you. 

May it lead you to renewed awareness and appreciation of whatever you too easily take for granted. 

May you daily open the gift of your life and be grateful for the hidden treasures it contains. 

May the coming year be one of good health for you. 

May you have energy and vitality. 

May you keep your eye on the Star within you and trust this presence to guide and direct you each day. 

May you go often to the Bethlehem of your heart and visit the One who offers you peace. 

And may you bring this peace into our world. 

Amen 

 

 

Have a great holiday.  Stay safe and I hope you all have a peaceful Christmas Day. 
 

 

 

Terese 



 

 
 

 
It is hard to believe we have come to the end of the school year. Last Sunday the season of Advent began, 

which ends with the celebration of Christmas Day. We mark the days of this season of Advent with calendars 

and candles. As a child, I thought the big deal was Christmas with all the wonderful rituals, festivities, friends 

and family from far and wide that Christmas brings! And indeed Christmas is a joyful time however, in the 

season of Advent, we are challenged to step away from the hectic activity of the world for a time and 

appreciate the quiet joy of this season of the Church. 

 

Advent is a time to reflect on our own journey of a life lived fully, inspired by a commitment to bring the gift of 

God's love to those we meet. Through our quiet reflection and contemplation we can reflect on the hope of our 

journey and the joy that comes from knowing that we are deeply and completely loved by our God. Pope Francis 

reminds us that this joy is not just for Christmas but for our entire lives. "It is a serene and tranquil joy…even 

in difficult moments; this joy becomes peace…That peace is a gift from the Lord." 

 

It is especially important to stay in touch with this gift of peace and joy in our lives as we consider the recent 

events in our world. It is all too easy to become caught up in reactions of hate and retribution. Our deepest 

challenge is to respond with love to those who cause pain and suffering in the world and instead, be resolved to 

spread the gift of peace and joy with everyone in our lives. When we take the time to reflect on this joy and 

peace, we arrive at the birth of Christ anointed in grace and develop our desire to share acts of grace with 

others. 

It is hard to believe that this is the last newsletter for the 2018 school year. Thank you for your partnership 

with us in the education of your children. I am very blessed to work in this wonderful vocation of education. I 

believe it is one way to make a lasting difference for peace, tolerance and compassion in our world now and into 

the future. 

I wish our Year 6 students and all students and families leaving our community this year every blessing as you 

commence a new stage of your life journey. May you take the love, compassion and joy of our St Joseph’s 

community with you throughout your lives. To all our staff who embark on new career and life stages, we give you 

our blessing and thank you sincerely for the wonderful gifts and love you have shared and shown to us 

throughout your time at St Joseph’s.  

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields 

and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of His hand 

 

Have a wonderful break from the routines of school life as you celebrate Advent, Christmas and the New Year 

with family and friends. I look forward to working with you again in 2019 when school resumes. 

Have a safe and happy holiday season. 

God Bless 

Bec  

http://www.123rf.com/photo_6513582_to-accompany-each-other.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P & F UNIFORMS 

 

New school book/library bags now available from the school. These sturdy, water resistant bags are 

approximately A3 size and are available for $10.  

 

Week 8 
Shyloh Terry, Zoe Hoskinson, Noah Teague, 
Jackson Barbeler, Mackenzie Ung, Tate Kirk 
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St Joseph’s Primary 
School 

38 Meson Street 
PO Box 119 

Gayndah 
Queensland  4625 

 

 
Phone: 07 4161 1889 

Fax: 07 4161 2655 
Email:  

pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Website: 
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e

du.au 
St Joseph’s Primary 

Gayndah P & F 

“In All Things 

Glorify God” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

ST MATTHEW’S ANGLICAN CHURCH CHRISTMAS FETE 

Friday 7th December - 5:30pm onwards 

 Ham Wheel 

 BBQ 

 Stalls 

 Children’s Entertainment 

 

FREE FRUIT 

Free bags of oranges, garlic and red grapefruit available from the school office 

- must be picked up by 11am Friday! 
 

 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2018 

Term 1: Tuesday 23 Jan-

uary to Thursday 29 

March (10 weeks) 

Term 2: Tuesday 17 April 

to Friday 29 June (11 

weeks) 

Term 3:  Tuesday 17 July 

to Friday 21 September 

(10 weeks) 

Term 4: Tuesday 9 Octo-

ber to Friday 7 December 

(9 weeks) 
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